to reach European territory (United Against Racism website).2 The hazardous conditions facing migrants in the Euro-African borderlands illustrate the contested nature of immigration and border control, and how border control posits a moral and political dilemma between states' rights to sovereign discretion over their borders on the one hand and migrants' right to seek and be granted protection in states' other than their own. Globally speaking, this tension has grown since the end of the cold war and has created several geopolitical hot spots, such as the US-Mexican border, the Mediterranean Sea and the Maghreb at the EU's southern borderlands. In this chapter I examine the state of migrants' rights in the Euro-African borderlands.
The chapter is structured in the following manner: First I problematize a conventional and widespread view on border control by way of critical geography and the conceptual framework of borderscapes. Then I develop this framework by discussing the EU's cooperation with third countries on border control as externalization and notes an often-stated EU justification for this policy. At this point I then illustrate how the borderscape model is capable of appraising a number of central and worrisome developments and restructuring processes, which have taken place in the management of the EU borders. Thus, I trace and discuss the European policy drive to export migrant detention camps to North Africa in the period up to the rebellions, which toppled Maghreb rulers like Gaddafi, Ben Ali and Mubarrak. Thereafter, I complement these findings with attention to the creation and major operations of the Frontex Agency, and, finally, how the use of deportations has been systematized and the dynamics of the EUROSUR system.
At the end I conclude that analyses of these reconfigurations of the EU borderscapes' control infrastructure show how the union's border control is multi-local, relational and does not create protection elsewhere for vulner- These numbers, moreover, are almost certainly too low as EU Member States are reluctant to undertake any systematic registration of fatalities connected with their border control and because of the massive difficulties of media sources in gathering information on fatalities among European-bound migrants, which occur long before these get close to European territory. (United Against Racism website. Available at: http://www. unitedagainstracism.org/pages/underframeFatalRealitiesFortressEurope.htm).
